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to the Banu Mirdas, a family which then reigned at Aleppo. Al-Jauhari says, in
(his lexicon] the Sahdh, under the root r d s: " Jlirdds signifies a stone which is
" thrown into a well for the purpose of discovering if there be water in it or not.
" It is used also as a proper name for men." Ibn Haiyus composed in their honour
some beautiful kasidas, and his adventure with Jalal ad-Dawlat Samsam ad-Dawlal ;2)
Abu '1-Muzaffar Nasr Ibn Mahmud Ibn Shibl ad-Dawlat Nasr Ibn Salih Ibn Mirdas al-
Kilabi, the sovereign of Aleppo, is well known. The circumstances of it were these:
Having celebrated the praises of Mahmud Ibn Nasr, that prince rewarded him with
the gift of one thousand dinars. On the death of Mahmud, he went to his son and
successor (JalAl ad-Dawlat) Nasr and recited to him his poem rhyming in r, in which
he extolled the qualities of the new sovereign and condoled with him on the loss of
his father. It began thus:

The rank which fortune has bestowed upon thee is a sufficient glory for religion; those who
(like me) have made a vow (for thy accession) must now engage in its fulfilment.

In one passage of it, he says:

(In thee} eight (qualities) are combined, which never \\ere nor never will be separated as long
as ihc eyelash protects the eye : firm belief and piety, beneficence aud wealth, eloquence and
depth of thought, resolution and success.

Alluding to Nasr's accession on the death of his father, he says:

We bore with patience the sentence pronounced by tyrant time; but, without thee, patience
had not been possible. (Time] overwhelmed us with a misfortune \\hicli surpassed (out* deepest
feelings of) affliction, and was equalled only by those favours (which thy father granted and)
for which (our utmost) gratitude was insufficient.

In another passage, he says:

I left thee through constraint, not through self-mortification; I went to find thee, when evil
fortune overtook me, and (ivith thee) I found a secure shelter to ^hich no obstacle debarred
access, and a door of glory to which no curtain impeded our approach. Long did I dwell in
the bondage of thy beneficence"; thy noble acts ceased not, neither did my bondage cease. Thus
the Lord of the heavens fulfilled his generous promise, that adversity should be followed by pros-
perity. The son of Nasr bestowed upon me one thousand pieces taken from the stock (of his
treasures), and I well know that his son Nasr will repeat the gift. I was told to expect as much;
and why should I not, since command and prohibition depend upon thy will? I need not press
and insist; the merchandize is known and the price is fixed. I have pitched near thee the tent